Advent Reflection – Week Two –December 6th     
Readings:  Baruch 5:1-9
                                  Philippians 1:4-6; 8-11

             Luke 3:16

 God’s Highway in the Desert


There is a well known joke in Minnesota which says that we only have two seasons:  winter and road construction.  In the second week of Advent the scriptures place a good deal of attention on the images of transportation and road construction to call our attention to the season of God’s coming among us.   And there is work to be done to prepare the way!  In the first reading (Baruch 5:1-9) Baruch proclaims that God has heard the cry of His people in exile and declares his plan to bring them home to Jerusalem from all directions .  God needs the prophet to prepare the way and make a highway through the desert.  This means filling up the valleys and lowering the hills so that Israel “may advance secure in the glory of God.”  God will accompany them along the way with mercy and justice. 

In the Gospel reading (Luke 3:1-6), Luke echoes this same prophetic call through the voice of John the Baptist.  “A voice of one crying in the desert:  ‘prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths’” (vs. 2).   This time the prophet is saying that the exile Israel faces is the exile of sin and the way to prepare for God’s salvation is through the act of repentance.  John’s message is proclaimed to the poor and the privileged; priests and princes; leaders of Israel and the Roman Empire.  He marches to the beat of a different drum being played by the God of the desert. Whether exiled by a foreign power or exiled by sin, the prophet emerges to increase access to the Kingdom of God.   

The issue of increasing access is very important for the life of the Church today on many levels.  For example, I can remember the days when to be disabled or wheelchair bound was like being exiled and marginalized from participating in church, labor and civic life because these services were not accessible to them.  Now, thanks to some prophetic voices in both the Church and state, we have instituted laws and policies that opened a highway of access for disabled persons to be able to participate more fully in work, worship, and civic life.  In a similar fashion, the time has come for us to pay attention to those who seek access to immigrate to this country.  

The current system of immigration in the United States is in need of major reform.  Instead of providing a just and reasonable system for human migration, it has created many obstacles that separate families, promote harmful subcultures and fail to control the borders.  Our policies, whether intentional or not, marginalize and exile immigrants.  Since 9/11, immigration has become more and more tied to homeland security and terrorism. In response, the US Catholic Church has chosen to raise her prophetic voice so that a highway may be opened in the desert that creates access to a more just immigration policy.  In their landmark pastoral letter, Strangers No Longer, the Bishops call for four major reforms to US immigration policy to bring about more justice.  These include:  1) Expanding opportunities to reunify families.  Some families must wait up to 20 years before they receive legal status and be together in this country.   The bishops call for a reduction in backlogs and more visas for family reunification.  2) Temporary Worker Program.  The US economy depends on migrant labor for work in agriculture, manufacturing, cooks and servers in restaurants, maintenance and housekeepers in hotels, roofing, landscaping, etc… and other services that many American citizens are unwilling to do.   A more rational and humane system is needed by which laborers from other countries can enter the country legally to fill positions in the labor force.  3)  Broad-based legalization.  For those without proper immigration documentation, opportunities need to be provided for them to obtain legalization if they can demonstrate good moral character and have built up equities in this country.  4)  Restoration of due process.  In recent years immigrants have been subject to laws and policies that are contrary to our country’s fundamental commitment to personal liberties and due process.  Policies that honor the process of migration need to be recovered.     


During this Advent season, let us hear and respond to the prophetic word of the Gospel that cries out to us from the wilderness and live out the prophetic dimension of our baptism to make a highway for our God.  
Reflection Questions

1. Are you aware of any obstacles or challenges that your ancestors encountered as they immigrated to this land?  What were they?

2. When have you ever participated in a movement that you would call “prophetic” because it advocated greater access and opportunity for a group of people to participate in Church or society?

3. How has your life been impacted by the presence or labor of new immigrants or migrant people?
