Advent Reflection - Week IV – Dec. 20, 2009

Readings: Micah 5:1-6

                        Hebrews 10:5-10

                  Luke 1:39-45 

The House of Impossible Dreamers


Above my desk is a picture of Don Quixote, the Man of La Mancha.  The story of Don Quiote is about a man on a great quest for a world that seems impossible and unreachable by conventional wisdom.  And yet, this impossible quest is worth the journey because he has seen it in a dream and chooses to reach for the “unreachable star.”  He sees the beauty and worth in people that the world labels as ugly and worthless.  

In the readings for the fourth week of Advent, a theme that weaves through the scriptures is that “nothing is impossible with God” (Lk.1:37).  In the first reading from Micah we are told how the Lord chose the little town of Bethlehem, “too small to be among the clans of Judah”, to be the home of the messiah:  “from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler of Israel”.  
Throughout the Hebrew and Christian Scriptures God repeatedly chose the most unlikely characters to further his plan for salvation.  For example, God chose an enslaved people.  God chose barren women like Sarah, Hannah, and Elizabeth to be mothers of new life.  God chose David, the forgotten son, to establish a house and kingdom that would be remembered forever. And God chose Mary, a young woman from Nazareth, without the status of husband or property, to be the bearer of the Messiah.  It seems that God chooses the outsiders to announce his saving plan to the world.  As today’s Gospel reading from Luke says, God blesses the poor, like Mary and Elizabeth, who “believed that what was spoken to you by our Lord would be fulfilled.” Despite their circumstances, Mary and Elizabeth believed that God was with them.  


This is the world that Jesus was born into as a child of poor immigrant parents, a stranger among us, and the world was not ready to receive him.  And yet, God is still coming to us in ways that sometimes may be hard for us to recognize or even accept.  Are we ready to welcome him?  Advent calls us to change our ways so that we may be ready to welcome the Lord when he comes.  We can also turn our attention to the strangers, foreigners and outsiders living among us.  

In the United States, the foreign-born population increased 57% from 1990 to 2000.  In Minnesota the increase was 130%. It is estimated that one in five children under the age of 18 lives in an immigrant family.  Most of these children were born here and are US citizens.  One in four poor children is from an immigrant home.  Most children of immigrants have at least one parent working outside the home, but often parents work in low wage jobs with no health insurance or other benefits to families.  The number of children of immigrants entering school continues to increase.  For example, in some parts of rural Minnesota, where there are food processing plants (i.e. Willmar and Worthington), over 40% of the kindergarten enrollment in 2003-04 was children of immigrants.  In rural districts where there are few or no immigrant families, the population is growing older and declining in school enrollment – which results in fewer resources for education.

This dream of immigrant children among us does not need to be an impossible dream.  It is clear that these children are not only our future, but they are our present reality as well.  “They” are us and we are them.  We are all immigrant families.  The investments and commitments we make today to welcome and integrate immigrant families into our communities can make a difference now, but inevitably will impact our future.  We can advocate for better policies that encourage the unity of immigrant families.   With God all things are possible.
Reflection Questions

1. Can you recall a time when God was able to transform an impossible situation into a graced opportunity?

2. How, like the biblical figures of old, are the poor, marginalized and immigrant families today announcing God’s salvation to our world?
