Christmas Readings Reflections
 
Fully Human, Fully Divine
 
        The scripture readings for the Christmas season proclaim God's full embrace of human existence.  The Christmas feasts make know God’s ever-widening plan for redeeming human persons and human communities.  In the Nativity, God comes as a baby - vulnerable and dependent.  This feast shatters any notion that human life can be defined by our usefulness and productivity.  The Christ child shows us that human life has a dignity that transcends our abilities and capacities.  The feasts of Mary, Mother of God and Holy family declare that God is revealed in the experience of family life.  It is in family that we first form our image of God.  Our church calls families the domestic church or church in the home.  Our local church and universal Church form a family of families which transcends the borders of race, language and nationality.  In the feast of Epiphany we celebrate the hospitality of God who welcomes everyone and extends the gift of Christ's peace and justice to the whole human family.  Finally, the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord declares Jesus as the beloved son.  Jesus embodies God’s self-giving love and is sent to bring that love to the world.  Together, these Christmas feasts show us the meaning of our dignity and destiny as human beings. 
        This season of God's Incarnation forms the basis for Catholic social teaching.  The Church is called to humanize every situation according to the revelation of Christ.  Our ministry is one of preserving human beings as subjects with dignity and not simply as objects of utility.  We are to protect and advocate for the fully human experience of birth, family life, community life and global relations.  During these days of Christmas, we are invited to pay special attention to the migrants and refugees in our world.  Like the holy family, countless families in our world are separated and on the move because of the consequences of poverty, climate change and civil strife.  The humanity of migrant people and families becomes diminished and so easily forgotten because of their homelessness and lack of voice or resources to change their situation.
    This is especially true in the current debate around immigration in our country.  Every time we reduce persons to their status as immigrants or refugees we deny the doctrine of the Incarnation.  Newcomers to this country are human beings who happen to be immigrants and refugees, not visa versa.  They are sons and daughters, mothers and fathers, brothers and sisters, families and communities.  We share a common humanity with these newcomers at our doorstep.  The goal of the Catholic Church's Justice for Immigrants Campaign is to reform the immigration system so that it is more human - to counter any ways that human persons become objectified and their dignity diminished.  The Church must reject any immigration laws and policies that harm human dignity.  There is no claim of national sovereignty and security that can justify the dehumanizing of persons.  
        Let us keep the spirit of Christmas alive all year long by not giving into the temptation to treat ourselves or others as merely objects of utility and consumption.  In the coming of Christ we see the full meaning of our humanity and are the subjects of God's saving plan to redeem the world. 
