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Committee on Migration 

c/o Migration and Refugee Services, USCCB 

3211 Fourth Street NE • Washington DC 20017-1194 
202-541-3227 • fax 202-722-8805 • email mrs@usccb.org •  www.usccb.org/mrs 








December 3, 2009

Dear Brother Bishops:

I write on behalf of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ (USCCB) Committee on Migration to inform you of an important initiative regarding immigration reform.

The Justice for Immigrants (JFI) campaign of the USCCB is making available postcards to dioceses to use as a tool to build support for immigration reform in Congress.  The goal of the postcard initiative is to enhance the ability of the church community to advocate for immigration reform and to encourage our Federal officials to enact reform legislation as soon as possible.  

In 2007, when reform legislation failed, opponents contacted their legislators ten times more than proponents.  In order for us to win passage of this legislation, proponents, including the Catholic community, must do a better job of generating grass roots support.

Of course, the postcards can be used at your discretion and in the manner you feel most appropriate to your diocese.  We understand that immigration reform could be considered as early as February 2010, after the health-care reform debate is concluded.

In this regard, we recommend, if you choose to participate, that the postcards be distributed and delivered early in 2010, so as to maximize their effectiveness.   National Migration Week (January 3-9) would be an appropriate time to begin this important initiative in your diocese.

Attached to this letter is a copy of the postcard, an order form for postcards, instructions on how to use the postcards, suggestions and calendar of dates for distributing them, and a sample bulletin/pulpit announcement.  There is no cost for the postcards.

The JFI campaign also intends to make available on the JFI website an electronic version of the postcard, so that individuals can send a postcard directly from the website (justiceforimmigrants.org). In addition, updated parish materials for use in educating Catholics on immigration reform will be posted in time for National Migration Week.   Additional resources can be found at http://www.usccb.org/mrs/nmw/index.shtml.

For further information, you or your staff can contact Antonio Cube, JFI national manager, at 202-541-3165 (acube@usccb.org) or Kevin Appleby, Director of Migration Policy and Public Affairs, at 202-541-3260 (kappleby@usccb.org).

Thanking you for your leadership and support on behalf of immigrants, and with my best wishes for a grace-filled Advent season, I remain






Sincerely,
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Most Reverend John C. Wester







Bishop of Salt Lake City, Utah







Chairman, USCCB Committee on Migration

